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ocial dimension of housing is the interest of 111 Social Hous-
the supply of spaces for meetings and relationships
petween neighbors, as the organization of an open interior for a
house, not hierarchical, which helps to erase the gender differ-
ence regarding daily household chores.

The Building 111 is placed in the edge between Terrassa city and
an open natural landscape. The proposal turns the inside space
of the block into a semi-public square, essential for the life of the
puilding: all the inhabitants enter from the street through this cen-
tral square, a place of cressing paths, a meeting place, and from
there they enter into the staircase vestibule and then into the flats,
in a progressive sequence of scales.

By holing this central Square the natural lighting arrives until the
underground parking, to welcome the neighbors when they
arrive by car. At this level, three trees grow in contact with the
natural soil and with the years they will appear at the level of the

The s
ing: 85 much

piazza and even taller,

This community square makes the whole block work as an in-
rermediate element between city and landscape. The transition
from the city to the house is carried out using a rich sequence that
brings the user from one situation to the other gradually, dissolv-
ing the limits between public and private spaces.

All the apartrnents have cross ventilation and face two situations:
the interior piazza and the street. Between this two facades the
different spaces of the house are in a continuous flow, passing

from one situation to another.

The daily domestic activities -cooking, laundering, ironing, etc-,
is left in view to the occupants, encouraging them to participate.
This is an attempt to avoid these activities taking place within
a closed room, without anyone taking note of their periodicity.
These waorking areas turn into social areas when receiving quests.
Even though the apartments are small -around 60 m? of floor area-
,is @ house where it is possible to invite friends, relatives...

The building rises out of a landscape of pine trees and dried
streams. This landscape suggests a facade formed by shadows
and texture. The facade attends to this character of the place, pro-
posing a concrete facade, built in situ, which presents texture and
imperfection, cavities where light creates continuity with the sur-
rounding landscape.

The facade prepares to be seen from different distance approach-
es. From afar the building could be read as one unit, not showing
clearly its size and scale... preventing the ability to understand its
real dimensions. From close up the facade creates complicity, a
connection with the passer-by who touches, leans on it

These load-bearing facades also provide the building with a good
thermal mass. These were cast on site with polystyrene form-
works, used here for the first time. These were produced in a fac-
tory, industrialized to reduce the construction time on site, equili-
brating the more careful and slow timing of the in situ concrete
CONStrUCTion. Flores & Prats Arquitectes
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