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The project conve'ts a former Majorcan family home into a public
cultural building fer the city of Palma. The new program combines
spaces for tempoiary exhibitions, a house museum in the main
floor, a lecture room and offices, and a restaurant at the ground
floor linked to the entry patio. The aim of the project is to combine
the open, public character of the new program with the domestic
qualities of the orginal building, making possible that these two
aspects coexist inparallel, neither dominating the other, The Cul-
tural Center will contain in its walls and spaces the remains of the

history of the buibing's evolution, which at the time represents

Casal Balaguer Cultural Center

Flores&Prats + Duch-Piza
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the phases that the Majorcan society has been through in several
centuries. These traces of time accumulated on the walls and the
geometry of spaces that arrived until today, are present in the new
building by maintaining the articulation among rooms and the
density of light and shadows that conformed the private life of
this aristocratic family for years.

The intervention transforms the building from inside out, giving
new uses o the existing spaces and rearganizing the circulation
thraugh the whaole palace. This is obtained by linking natural light

to vertical circulation, making the promenade through the center

-

mare intuitive and easy to orientate,

The main decisions for the incorporation of the future use have
taken place at the ground and top floor, being the middle level
preserved as the original state of the family house. At the ground
floor, the former patio recovers its semipublic character, an in-be-
tween space which relates the street with the interior of the pal-
ace, Here the exhibition spaces and the restaurant surround the
big patio, to ensure a public use of this level, At the top floor, the
rehabilitation of the decayed wooden roof structure gave place to

a new library, which enjoys the entrance of natural light through

new lightwells. This activity occurs in the whole plan, organizing
the different ambits of reading and research around the court-
yard and the dome. One floor above, a lecture room is extended
towards a terrace and occupies the roof level. This open air space,
surrounded by the folds of the roof and skylights, ends the prom-
enade through the building and links again with the ground floor
entry patio.

The Casal Balaguer is present in the historical and social memaory
of the inhabitants of Palma. Its origins has been dated in the Xl

century, extended in the XV century and then again in the XVl
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century.

5. This aim

sustainable statement, with the conviction that heri
be reincorporated in an active way in the living cultural dynamics

of the city.
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Project: Casal Balaguer Cultural Cantre

Location: Caie Unien 3, Palma de Mallorca

Architects: Flores & Frats, Barclond + Duch-Pgd, Palma
olaborators: Caterina Anastassa, Ankur Jain, Els van Meerbeek, Cristan Zanoni, Carlos Badoya, Guido Fisrson

pcpok, Julia Taubinguaer, Paula Awla, Nicolds Chara, Eugenda Troncoso, Israel Hernande, Hermdn Barbalace,

. Tanja Dietsch, Sergi Madrid,

Ellen Hal
Banadikie Mikkelsen, Mar Gamido, Ceda Carroll, Jorge Casajis, Juan Memibrive, Ol |
Sergio Muitos, Lucas Wilson, Anna Raidy, hlaria Amat Busquets, Fabnma Comalling, Veronica Baroni, Ebing Thouvenat.
Carlotta Bonura, Francesca Tassi-Carboni, Tormas Kenny

{ Archasclogical advisars: Grupd Arquectaller

atan: ke, Dolores Ladana

Anahram of matenals: Lend g [ Structures: Femando Puroy

Program: complete rehabitation of a barogue palace of paima as a cultural centre, house museaum and

Promater: Palma City Counc

Histoncal resaarch and $oc

Ibeary spacialized in an

Site area: 870m” / Bldg. area: 2,300m? / Gross ficor area: 2,500m?

Design: 1956 _ first partial progect for the roofs / 3001 -2003 _ second global project fof the buildng

~ 2000 _first phasa § 2011 -2013_second phase [ 2014 _third phase under construction

-'-'rc‘.-_‘grau'*- Dadng Gouls ooumesy of the architect)

Construction: 204
Completson: 2014 |
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